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Procedural defects in the levy of taxes not involving any jurisdictional defect,' such as an error in the computation of the tax 
rate, lack of specification or itemization, tardiness of passage or certification of the levy, the making of the levy by way of 
resolution instead of by ordinance, and the like may be remedied by retrospective curative legislation.” However, upon the 
theory that an incurable jurisdictional defect was involved, the failure of tax authorities to levy a tax within the time 
prescribed by the enabling statute, as distinguished from their failure to return seasonably the certificate of such a levy made 
within the statutory period, has been held not to be remedied by subsequent legislation.’ The application of a statute to a 
subsisting claim for relief does not violate the prohibition of retroactive legislation where the statute effects a change that is 
only procedural or remedial in nature.* The court must correct errors of law, and if a board failed to follow the statutory basis 
for a tax assessment, the board’s determination is subject to reversal.° 


In the application of the principles governing the power of the legislature to remedy defects in the assessments of taxes, 
defective descriptions in the assessment roll or its equivalent, of property subject to taxation, or of its owner, may be cured by 
subsequent legislation® unless the defect in the description is of such a nature as to constitute a jurisdictional one, in which 
case it is beyond the reach of a curative statute.’ Other defects and irregularities in the assessment of property that are within 
the reach of curative legislation include the failure to sign the tax listë and the failure to affix the public seal to the assessment 
roll. 
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